DOCTRINAL STUDY ON “SLAYING IN THE SPIRIT”

INTRODUCTION

In this biblical exegesis concerning the phenomena we have come to know as, “slaying in the spirit - resting in the spirit - the baptism with the Holy Ghost,” we will be looking exclusively in the Word of God to validate whether this terminology and common experience which is running rampant within so many Christian communities and churches can be doctrinally defined and substantiated.  
The terms as stated in the previous paragraph, “slaying in the spirit and resting in the spirit” are not indigenous to the New Testament. As a matter of research neither terms are found anywhere within the full cannon of Scripture.
 
Obviously, the term “baptism with the Holy Ghost” is one that immediately the reader would say is Scriptural, but further research using an software based concordance
 produces this finding, the phrases using these exact words “baptism with the Holy Ghost” or “baptism with the Holy Spirit” are not found in the New Testament.

What we do find are the words of John the Baptist when he said in Mark 1:8, “I indeed have baptized you with water: but he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost.”  We find Jesus forth-telling in Acts 1:5, “For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.”  And we can find the words of the apostle Paul in 1Corinthians 12:13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.
You may be asking at this point, “Pastor, are you just splitting hairs here?”  And I would answer you, “no.” The problem is not so much terminology; we all use certain expressions or verbiage that we personally use to define what we mean as we speak. The real issue lies in the actions associated with these terms, actions that have been basically born and redefined in the previous century within the Christian community concerning the above listed terminology or as it is commonly called, “slaying in the spirit.”
Baptism with the Holy Ghost

The term “baptism with the Holy Ghost [or Spirit] as stated in the introduction is not be found verbatim in the Scriptures, but the concept of spiritual baptism is throughout the New Testament.

If you haven’t been baptized “with and by” the Holy Spirit, then beloved you do not belong to Christ. Paul told the Church at Rome in chapter 8 and verse 9, “But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.” The word baptize is the Greek word, “baptizo,  [bap-tid'-zo]” which means “(1) to dip repeatedly, to immerse, to submerge (of vessels sunk)  (2) to cleanse by dipping or submerging, to wash, to make clean with water, to wash one’s self, bathe (3) to overwhelm.“

It shouldn’t shock any one reading this expose that many attempts have and will be made to cloud what true, scriptural, Spirit baptism is since it is essential to true conversion.  
Spiritual baptism does not take place in the baptistery as many teach [Acts 10:44 ¶ While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word. 45 And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. 46 For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then answered Peter, 47 Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we?], nor is “speaking in tongues” the initial evidence of spiritual baptism as a host of others would lead you to believe. 

Everyone who has ever been saved has been baptized spiritually. Paul, while writing his first epistle to the Corinthians, told them in chapter 12 and verse 13, “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.”  His teaching here is that “all” of us have been baptized “with” and “by” the Holy Spirit.  
Baptized “with” the Holy Spirit is set forth in the verse 13 under the analogy of “been all made to drink,” and just as drinking any fluid goes into our bodies so does the Holy Spirit dwell in every person who has been born-again making us “temples of the Holy Spirit” [1 Co 3:16].  Baptism “by” the Holy Spirit in the verse is shown with the words, “by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body” which teaches us that everyone who is born-again was baptized into the true body of Christ the moment they were saved by marvelous and effectual grace.  Therefore baptism with and by the Spirit of God is an act that takes place at the same time. We are placed in Him and He in the Person of the Holy Spirit comes to live in us.

As I said a few paragraphs prior, without spiritual baptism a person cannot be saved.  Two tremendous verses from Romans and Galatians set forth the importance and significance of spiritual baptism where we read, Romans 6:3  Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? And again in Galatians 3:27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  I want to call your attention to the four letter word “into” in both verses.  

In Romans 6 we find that spiritual baptism places us into the perfect offering for sins that Jesus accomplished on Calvary’s Cross. Spiritual baptism places us into the only offering God will accept to have sins removed and eternally forgiven therefore in spiritual baptism our lives are hid securely in the everlasting atonement accomplished by Christ on the cross.

In Galatians 3 I want you to notice that through spiritual baptism we have not just been baptized into Christ, but we have “put on Christ.”  This is the blessed doctrine of “imputed righteousness” where the sins of the individual were placed on the Lord Jesus at Calvary’s Cross and the righteousness of Christ is imputed to the person who comes to God through repentance and saving faith… this person is then baptized “into” Christ and receives forever the righteousness of Christ.  
Therefore to be baptized “into” Christ is to be supernaturally placed into the death, burial, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus, it is so real that when the Father sees me, He sees His Son.  
Now what we are going to do is take this back in type to the first Adam, and show the relationship of his bride to the second Adam and His Bride. We read in Genesis 2:21  And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof;  22  And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man.  23 And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.  Now how and why was Adam able to say this?
1. It is the LORD Himself that does the forming of the body of Adam’s bride, and we read in Ephesians 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.

2. Her physical body was formed by taking the rib out of Adam, therefore a part of Adam was in her and we read in Romans  8:9  But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.  

3. This rib of Adam was never taken back out of Eve and we read in Ephesians 4:30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.

4. Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh and we read in Ephesians 5:30 For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones.

5. If Eve was to be formed from Adam’s rib, then she was in Adam before her physical conception and we read in Colossians 1:25 Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God; 26 Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints: 27 To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:
For Adam’s wife to be bone of his bones and flesh of his flesh a part of him had to be in her, and so it is with the Bride of Christ.  Instead of a rib to form a physical body we find the Holy Spirit coming forth to form a spiritual body, physically here but yet a spiritual temple, thus we are  His body, of His flesh, and of His bones. Therefore to be saved or born-again you MUST be baptized with and by the Holy Spirit… if not then you are not saved, and you are not a member or part of the body.
Now beloved reader, I want to make it clear to you right here, salvation is not a work of man, salvation is a work of God.  When the Lord Jesus was asked about His statements that taught how hard it was for those who trust in riches to enter the kingdom of God, He said in Mark 10:27 “…With men it is impossible, but not with God: for with God all things are possible.” [Mark 10:26 And they were astonished out of measure, saying among themselves, Who then can be saved? 27 And Jesus looking upon them saith, With men it is impossible, but not with God: for with God all things are possible.]
BLESSING OR COUNTERFEIT
We know from Matthew Chapter 24, and Revelation Chapters 13 and 16 that the Devil and his false prophets will be performing miracles and great wonders.  As to the extent of these miracles and wonders it would be hard to ascribe boundaries, but I can tell you that many will be a cheap imitation or a blatant lie.  
But may I also remind you that many miracles and wonders will be so close to the Truth that only a person whom the Spirit of Truth resides in will know the difference (Matthew 24:24; John 10:4, 5, 14; 16:13; 1 John 2:19, 20, 27; 4:4-6).  Coupled with the strong delusion sent to those who rejected the Truth of God’s Word the last days will be perilous religious times.  
During the 1800's, cripples, paralytics and the blind were healed "as in the days of old, by laying on of hands in the name of Jesus," under a New York missionaries ministry. Healing recipients, praising God, rushed to gather ill friends and neighbors who were also healed. Seeing the miracles, converts clamored to receive baptism and join the church...of a Mormon missionary. Biblical theology soundly refutes the central teachings of Mormonism as blatantly cultic and unscriptural. Until one discovers that the missionary was Mormon, such testimony is apt to inspire an elated chorus of "Hallelujah! Praise the Lord! Thank you, Jesus!" The moral of this anecdote is: just because miracles occur, Jesus is not necessarily the power behind them.

How about the event commonly called, “slaying in the spirit,” which was almost unknown until around 1929. As best we can tell, Maria Beulah Woodworth-Etter, a woman who preached in the holiness movement of the 1880’s, started this practice by falling out in her popular services of the time. She would often go into a trance-like state and fall down during her performances. She died in 1924, but her legacy of falling down backward in Church services has lived on. In modern times, it was brought back to great popularity by people in great numbers falling down in a small church in Toronto Canada. From this resurgence, many have also labeled this, 'The Toronto Blessing,' where it is mixed with what is termed holy laughter.
 

Do we find evidence that people "fell" when prophets, apostles, or Jesus of Nazareth laid hands on them? No. Matthew 19:13-15 records an incident where Jesus prayed for a group of children (Mt 19:13 ¶ Then were there brought unto him little children, that he should put his hands on them, and pray: and the disciples rebuked them. 14 But Jesus said, Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to come unto me: for of such is the kingdom of heaven. 15 And he laid his hands on them, and departed thence.). Do the Scriptures say, "He laid hands on them and the children fell at his feet"? No. Jesus put his hands on the children, prayed, and went away. John chapter twenty records that Jesus breathed on his disciples, blessed them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit" (John 20:22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost:) Did they fall? Not according to the scriptural account. Do we find evidence that people ever "fell" in the presence of Jesus? Yes. However, not one incident is linked with the laying on of hands.
We don’t see any of this practiced or even hinted in the Scripture. When the Spirit came upon Jesus at His baptism He came up out of the water; He didn’t collapse and sink down! The Lord Jesus had power to heal even the worst cases of disease, blindness and crippled limbs, and yet no one who Jesus ever touched fell over “slain.” Nor do we find Peter or John touching people and causing them to fall over. They did not ask other disciples to stand behind those they were going to lay hands on, to catch them as they toppled backward by the power. 
The New Testament doesn’t have people lining up waiting for the “anointing” to be passed from one to another. Can you picture any of the apostles running up to people and slapping them on the forehead, or lining people up to be slain? Neither do we find soft music or repetitive choruses being sung to set an atmosphere for the anointing to fall, and furthermore, no one is yelling repetitive phrases like, “fire!” or “touch” or “more, Lord!”

Those who practice "slaying in the Spirit" do use Bible passages that talk about people becoming "as dead" (Revelation 1:17 And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last:), or of falling upon their face (Ezekiel 1:28 As the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud in the day of rain, so was the appearance of the brightness round about. This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD. And when I saw it, I fell upon my face, and I heard a voice of one that spake. / Daniel 8:16 And I heard a man's voice between the banks of Ulai, which called, and said, Gabriel, make this man to understand the vision. 17 So he came near where I stood: and when he came, I was afraid, and fell upon my face: but he said unto me, Understand, O son of man: for at the time of the end shall be the vision. 18 Now as he was speaking with me, I was in a deep sleep on my face toward the ground: but he touched me, and set me upright. / Daniel 10:7 And I Daniel alone saw the vision: for the men that were with me saw not the vision; but a great quaking fell upon them, so that they fled to hide themselves. 8 Therefore I was left alone, and saw this great vision, and there remained no strength in me: for my comeliness was turned in me into corruption, and I retained no strength. 9 Yet heard I the voice of his words: and when I heard the voice of his words, then was I in a deep sleep on my face, and my face toward the ground.). However, there are a number of contrasts between this biblical "falling on one's face" and the unbiblical practice of "being slain in the Spirit."

The biblical falling down was a result of a person's reaction to what he saw in a vision or what was beyond ordinary happenings, such as at the transfiguration of Christ (Matthew 17:6 And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their face, and were sore afraid.). In the unbiblical practice of "being slain," the person responds to another’s "touch" or to the motion of the speaker's arm.

The biblical instances were far and few in-between, such that they occurred only rarely in the lives of but a few. In the "being slain" phenomenon, falling down is a weekly event in their churches and an experience that happens to many.

In the biblical instances, the people fall upon their face in awe at either what they see or Who they see. In the "being slain" counterfeit, they fall backwards, either in response to the wave of the speaker's arm or as a result of a church leader's touch (or push in some cases).

We are not claiming that all examples of being "slain in the Spirit" are fakes or responses to a touch or push. Many people experience an energy or a force that causes them to fall back, but we don’t find any biblical basis for this. Yes, there may be some energy or force involved, but if so, it is very likely not of God and not the result of the working of the Holy Spirit.
Let’s look at some examples in the bible where people fell “backwards.”
We read in Genesis 49:17 Dan shall be a serpent by the way, an adder in the path, that biteth the horse heels, so that his rider shall fall backward. Whether you view this passage as Dan’s ability to strike back at the enemy or as a passage of Dan’s apostasy the reference to falling backward has nothing to do with the Holy Spirit in the Church age. 
We read in 1Samuel 4:18 And it came to pass, when he made mention of the ark of God, that he fell from off the seat backward by the side of the gate, and his neck brake, and he died: for he was an old man, and heavy. And he had judged Israel forty years. In chapter 4 of 1 Samuel we find that God allowed the Philistines to defeat Israel and capture the Ark of God, when Eli the priest heard this he backwards off his set, broke his neck and died. What does this have to do with God’s Spirit blessing the Church, Eli’s death was part of a judgment against him.  
In Isaiah 28:13 we read, “But the word of the LORD was unto them precept upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little; that they might go, and fall backward, and be broken, and snared, and taken.”  The words, “fall backward” in this verse is a reference to judgment from God upon Israel. 
In John 18:5 we read, “They answered him, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus saith unto them, I am he. And Judas also, which betrayed him, stood with them. 6 As soon then as he had said unto them, I am he, they went backward, and fell to the ground.” Certainly here the Lord Jesus, not the Spirit of God, spoke to the people who were coming to arrest Him and with just His words knocked them backward and they fell to the ground.”  Is this the same as being “slain in the spirit?” No beloved, in this instance these people were coming to arrest Jesus and bring Him to be judged.  The people who fell backwards were all lost people, did you ever consider that?
The Lord Jesus prayed for His Church in His great High Priestly Prayer of John chapter 17 and verse 17, “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.” 
We must remember to judge everything seen, whether it be inside or outside of a Church building, and everything we feel or experience by the Holy Scriptures (1 Thessalonians 5: 21 Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.).
One of the gravest problems today and throughout Church History has been people seeking God according to their own feelings and emotions apart from what has been revealed through the Word of God.  This is the opposite of Proverbs 3:5, it is where people lean to their own thoughts and understanding and set themselves up as a judge on what’s right or wrong instead of the Scriptures being the final authority.  
And where Scripture goes against their own thoughts, feelings, friends, or Church traditions they stop their ears, harden their hearts, and flee to fellowship with those who are equally yoked.  The common responses we hear are, “that’s just your opinion, or, that’s your interpretation of the Bible.”  We have either witnessed in person, seen on television, or have heard from people we know about this phenomenon called, “slaying in the spirit.”  Before we examine some Scriptures that we have briefly looked at, I would like to ask you this one question, “do you really think the Holy Spirit would place a single or married WOMAN on her back before a man that is not her husband in a public place?”

Many times these women are wearing dresses, exposing their legs and shapes to these men before them, which I believe only adds fire to the wound!  Is this how the Lord Jesus treated the woman at the well in John 4?  Is this how He dealt with Mary and Martha?  Is not this the exact opposite of His treatment of Jairus’ daughter and the entrapped woman of John Chapter 8?  Does this even sound like the HOLY Spirit of God (1 Corinthians 14: 40 Let all things be done decently and in order.)?  
So let’s you and I take a few moments to look a little more closely at the following Scriptures:  
Daniel 8: 16 And I heard a man's voice between the banks of Ulai, which called, and said, Gabriel, make this man to understand the vision. 17 So he came near where I stood: and when he came, I was afraid, and fell upon my face: but he said unto me, Understand, O son of man: for at the time of the end shall be the vision. 18 Now as he was speaking with me, I was in a deep sleep on my face toward the ground: but he touched me, and set me upright.  
In this example of Scripture we find Daniel on his face in reverence and worship after seeing a tremendous prophetic vision, and when touched by the angel Gabriel, Daniel was set upright:  Originally his position was on his face forward, one of contrition and worship, and not backward in the position of one overcome and compromised.  The touch of the angel caused Daniel to either stand or sit UPRIGHT! 

At the mount of transfiguration we read in Matthew 17: 5 While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him. 6 And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their face, and were sore afraid. 7 And Jesus came and touched them, and said, Arise, and be not afraid.  Here the apostles heard the Voice of God the Father from heaven and instead of falling backwards they fell forwards on their faces.  This was not a falling that would injure someone, but an act of reverence and fear, controlled by their own faculties.  
Another place in Scripture that we should consider was the fulfilling of the Feast of Pentecost, or as some say, the beginning of this dispensational work of the Holy Spirit as recorded in Acts 2.  We read in Acts 2: 14  But Peter, standing up with the eleven,..”  On that day of Pentecost we find no biblical record of any one of the apostles or of the other disciples being slain in the spirit.  But to the contrary we find them speaking (preaching) boldly in different languages the wonderful works of God (vs. 11).  
Now let’s examine Acts 9 where we read of the conversion of Saul of Tarsus who became the apostle to the Gentiles (most of us are), and his personal experience.  Acts 9: 3 And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven:4 And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? 5 And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks. 6 And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do… 8  And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they led him by the hand, and brought him into Damascus. 9 And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink. 10 And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to him said the Lord in a vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, I am here, Lord. 11 And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and inquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth, 12 And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand on him, that he might receive his sight. 17  And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost. (hands are going to be laid on him to be filled with the Holy Ghost) 18 And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight forthwith, and arose (here when Ananias laid his hands upon Saul he got his vision back and he AROSE, did you catch that, he AROSE), and was baptized. 19 And when he had received meat, he was strengthened. Then was Saul certain days with the disciples which were at Damascus. 20 And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, that he is the Son of God.  
Now are we to believe that what happened to Paul on the road to Damascus and in the house of Judas is what’s happening in Churches today?  Let’s examine the Scriptures.  In Verse 3 Paul was on the way to the city of Damascus, now I want to insert this Scripture from Acts26: 13 At midday, O king, I saw in the way a light from heaven, above the brightness of the sun, shining round about me and them which journeyed with me.  So this event happened in the middle of the day, and the Light that shinned from Heaven was brighter than the light of the sun, with the text implying the light was brighter than the suns light when you look into the sun itself.  In Verse 4 we do find Paul falling to the Earth and the Scriptures don’t say whether he fell on his face or on his back, but what the Scriptures do say is that the Lord Jesus did this to change Paul’s life, and spoke directly to him, and Paul spoke back!  So from Verses 4-6 we see that a conversation was carried on between the Lord and Saul who would become Paul.  This conversation reveals that the Lord had already been dealing with Paul’s heart hence the words, “it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.”  Along with this experience on the road we find clear direction being given to Paul as to what this appearing was all about.  
Let’s read from Acts 26: 12 Whereupon as I went to Damascus with authority and commission from the chief priests, 13 At midday, O king, I saw in the way a light from heaven, above the brightness of the sun, shining round about me and them which journeyed with me. 14 And when we were all fallen to the earth (here we find recorded that the whole company fell to the earth, if this were the pattern for slaying in the spirit then all in the house would fall down, right?), I heard a voice speaking unto me, and saying in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? (this is the Lord Jesus speaking) it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks (repentance being worked in the heart). 15 And I said (shows the ability to converse by asking a question), Who art thou, Lord? And he said (the answering of the question asked), I am Jesus whom thou persecutest. 16 (Clear instructions given in verses 16-18) But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and of those things in the which I will appear unto thee; 17 Delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee, 18 To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me.   And in Acts chapter 9 and verses 17 and 18 when Ananias laid his hands on Saul, Saul’s blindness departed and he AROSE! Now beloved this absolutely does not fit with what is going on today in Charismatic churches does it?  And just for lagniappe, the language of Heaven appears to be Hebrew.  
Now the point I am driving at can be made by asking the student to read carefully and honestly John 20:22, 27, 28;  Acts 2:2-4, 14, 37-42; 4:31;, 8:14-17, 32-39; 10:44-48; 13:12; 16:30-33 and ask yourself this question, do we find record of these people being knocked down on their backs before the men of God and before the watching public?  The answer is emphatically, no! 
Now we do find a group that fell on their backs and I think it would do us well to look at them. We read in John 18:1 When Jesus had spoken these words, he went forth with his disciples over the brook Cedron, where was a garden, into the which he entered, and his disciples. 2 And Judas also, which betrayed him, knew the place: for Jesus ofttimes resorted thither with his disciples. 3 Judas then, having received a band of men and officers from the chief priests and Pharisees, cometh thither with lanterns and torches and weapons. 4 Jesus therefore, knowing all things that should come upon him, went forth, and said unto them, Whom seek ye? 5 They answered him, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus saith unto them, I am he. And Judas also, which betrayed him, stood with them. 6 As soon then as he had said unto them, I am he, they went backward, and fell to the ground. 7 Then asked he them again, Whom seek ye? And they said, Jesus of Nazareth. 8 Jesus answered, I have told you that I am he: if therefore ye seek me, let these go their way: 9 That the saying might be fulfilled, which he spake, Of them which thou gavest me have I lost none. Now what can we glean from these Verses?  
· Can we say that falling BACKWARDS is not a sign of the Holy Ghost being given? Yes.  
· Can we say that this was done that the Scriptures might be fulfilled? Yes.
· Can we say that this was done to prove that no man could take the Lord’s life, that He would lay it down of His own power? Yes.  
· Can we also say that those who fell backward were not saved, but lost and controlled by the devil? Yes.  
My final Verses for you are found in 1Timothy 4:1-3 where we read, “1 ¶ Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; 2 Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron; 3 Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth.”

The key word in the Verses that I would like to call you attention to is the word “seducing” in Verse 1.  In the Greek that word “planos,  plan'-os” which means, “roving (as a tramp), i.e. (by implication) an impostor or misleader; --deceiver, seducing.”  
Paul through the Holy Spirit is warning us that in the last days people would be departing from the faith and giving heed to “seducing” spirits.  Now, my question for you beloved is this, and please excuse my bluntness, “when a man seduces a woman where does she normally end up?”  On her back, right?  And throughout this phenomena we find people being knocked down ON THEIR BACKS.

So my advice to the reader is to be wary of groups of people who claim falling down BACKWARD is a sign that the Holy Spirit is being given.  What I ask is that you stand for the Truth and realize with all your hearts that you are complete in Christ Jesus.  That the life we live needs to be a holy life before the LORD first, then secondly before the watching world.  And that the Scriptures would be your final authority in ALL matters of faith practice and doctrine, and where the Scriptures don’t teach a practice please don’t add one in!  
Pastor Robby James
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